
 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE  

 

RELIANCE INFRASTRUCTURE PROMOTED, RELIANCE DEFENCE LIMITED ENTERS INTO STRATEGIC 

PARTNERSHIP WITH RHEINMETALL AG, ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST DEFENCE MANUFACTURERS 

 

AFTER TWO SUCCESSFUL JOINT VENTURES WITH GLOBAL MAJORS, DASSAULT AVIATION AND THALES 

GROUP OF FRANCE, THIS IS THE 3RD SIGNIFICANT INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR RELIANCE 

DEFENCE  

 

RHEINMETALL WITH TURNOVER OF MORE THAN USD 11 BN (RS. 100,000 CR) AND MARKET CAP OF 

MORE THAN USD 80 BN (RS. 700,000 CR) IS THE MARKET LEADER IN THE FIELD OF ARMOURED 

VEHICLES, AMMUNITION AND INFANTRY FIGHTING VEHICLES 

 

RELIANCE DEFENCE AIMS TO RANK AMONG INDIA’S TOP THREE DEFENCE EXPORTERS, TO SET UP 100% 

OWNED GREENFIELD FACILITY AT DHIRUBHAI AMBANI DEFENCE CITY (DADC), MAHARASHTRA 

 

THE GREENFIELD FACILITY AT DADC, RATNAGIRI, MAHARASHTRA WILL HOUSE INDIA’S LARGEST 

INTEGRATED DEFENCE MANUFACTURING FACILITY 

 

Mumbai, 22 May 2025 

 

Reliance Infrastructure Limited promoted Reliance Defence Limited (Reliance Defence) and Düsseldorf-

based Rheinmetall AG have agreed on a strategic partnership in the field of ammunition. An Agreement to 

this effect has now been signed by the representatives of both companies.  

 

This marks the third major partnership for Reliance Defence, following its successful strategic alliances with 

Dassault Aviation and the Thales Group of France. 

 

The collaboration between the companies will include supply of explosives and propellants for medium & 

large caliber ammunition to Rheinmetall by Reliance. Furthermore the two companies intend to engage in 

joint marketing activities for selected products and are aiming to further extend their cooperation based 

on future opportunities.  

 

The strategic partnership will strengthen India’s defence manufacturing capabilities aligning with the 

Government of India’s flagship ‘Make in India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiatives. It advances the vision 

of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to position India among the world’s leading defence 

exporters. 

 

In order to support this collaboration, Reliance Defence Ltd will set up a Greenfield manufacturing facility 

in the Watad Industrial Area, of Ratnagiri, Maharashtra.  

 



 

 
 

The manufacturing facility, one of the largest in South Asia, will have an annual capacity to produce up to 

200,000 artillery shells, 10,000 tons of explosives and 2,000 tons of propellants. This new facility will help 

Reliance Defence achieve its objective of amongst top three Defence exporters in the country.  

 

The cooperation gives Rheinmetall further access to important raw materials and secures not only its 

supply chains, also in the interests of its customers, but also creates further growth opportunities. In India, 

the new state-of-the-art facility will make a significant contribution to supplying the country's armed 

forces. The defence manufacturing complex will contribute in supporting India’s ambitious defence export 

target of INR 50,000 crore by 2029. 

 

Armin Papperger, CEO of Rheinmetall AG emphazised that “this Strategic Partnership of Rheinmetall with 

Reliance Defence led by Anil Ambani’s Reliance Group illustrates our strong commitment to partner with 

India under the strong leadership of Prime Minister Modi”.  

 

Anil D. Ambani, Founder and Chairman, Reliance Group said “We are proud to partner with Rheinmetall 

AG, one of the world’s most respected leaders in defence manufacturing, and to collaborate with visionary 

leader, Armin Papperger. This strategic partnership brings cutting-edge capabilities to India, marking a 

transformational moment for country’s private defence manufacturing sector. Guided by the vision of 

‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, as championed by Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, our objective is clear – to 

position Reliance Defence among the Top 3 Defence Exporters, enabling India to not only meet its domestic 

defence needs, but also emerge as a key player in the global defence supply chain. This project marks a 

major step in the Reliance Group’s long-term strategy to invest in the fast-growing defence manufacturing 

sector.” 

 

Reliance Defence Ltd recently announced plans to set up an integrated project for the manufacturing of 

explosives, ammunition and small arms under the Dhirubhai Ambani Defence City (DADC).  

 

The DADC is being built in the Watad industrial area in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra, and once completed will be 

the largest greenfield project in the defence sector ever developed by any private company in India. 

 

 

About Rheinmetall AG: 

 

Rheinmetall AG, one of the world's largest defence conglomerates, headquartered in Germany, with 

a market capitalisation of over EUR 80 billion. Rheinmetall AG concluded the calendar year 2024 with 

an annual revenue of EUR 9.8 billion, from operations spanning 171 global locations. As a global leader 

in the defence sector, Rheinmetall AG excels in critical domains such as armoured vehicles, infantry 

fighting vehicles, advanced air defence systems, and state-of-the-art ammunition technology. At the 

pinnacle of its portfolio is the – Leopard 2A7, widely recognized as one of the most sophisticated main 

battle tanks worldwide. Designed specifically for high-intensity combat operations, this tank has been 

adopted by multiple NATO countries, underscoring its proven battlefield effectiveness. 



 

 

 
 

Rheinmetall AG’s portfolio also features a range of highly successful platforms, including the – Lynx 

KF41, a next-generation infantry fighting vehicle; the versatile Boxer Multi-Role Armoured Vehicle 

(MRAV); the highly capable Puma Infantry Fighting Vehicle (IFV); and the cutting-edge – Skynex Air 

Defence System. In the realm of ammunition, Rheinmetall AG offers an advanced selection, such as 

the – Assegai M2005 V-LAP, a velocity-enhanced long-range artillery projectile, and the – SMArt 155, 

a sophisticated sensor-fuzed munition engineered for precision targeting. 

 

About Reliance Group: 

 

Reliance Group has two prominent companies under its umbrella, Reliance Infrastructure Limited and 

Reliance Power Limited, are debt-free with zero outstanding loans from banks or financial institutions. 

The group's financial strength is reflected in its net worth, annual turnover, and market capitalization, 

each amounting to Rs. 33,000 crore, with a shareholder base exceeding 4 million. 

 

Reliance Infrastructure Limited is active in the energy sector, focusing on power distribution in Delhi 

and power generation. The company also has interests in defense manufacturing and plays a key role 

in infrastructure development through special purpose vehicles (SPVs), including projects like the 

Mumbai Metro and various airport developments. 

 

Reliance Power, a leading power generation company in India with a total installed capacity of 5,305 

MW, including the 4,000 MW Ultra Mega Power Project in Sasan, Madhya Pradesh—currently the 

largest integrated thermal power plant in the world. 

 

For further information contact: 

 

Daljeet Singh 

Mobile: 9818802509 

Email: daljeet.s.singh@reliancegroupindia.com 

 

Biswajit Baruah 

Mobile: 9920747639 

Email: biswajit.baruah@reliancegroupindia.com 
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